
 
 

                              T H E  G E N E V A  C I T Y  C O U N C I L 
 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 
      SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

 
JUNE 14, 2016 – 6:00PM 

 
Presiding – Deputy Mayor Greco  

Present – Matt Horn, City Manager 
 

   
1. ROLL CALL 

 
PRESENT:   Clr. Hagerman, Clr. Camera, Clr. Gramling, Clr. Valentino, Clr.  
                      D’Amico, Clr. Marino, Clr. Eddington 
ABSENT:  Mayor Alcock 
 

2. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

City Manager Horn encouraged everyone to submit additional comments to Sage Gerling 
by June 20, 2016.   
 
As noted, City Manager Horn told the group the Ontario County Planning Board voted 
unanimously to recommend adopting the plan, as no modifications is suggested.  The City 
of Geneva’s Planning Board will meet again on June 20th and have asked for their 
comments by that time.  The Tools for Social Change did a very comprehensive review 
and have made some recommendations inside the Plan.  As per attached, City Manager 
Horn said we did receive multiple public comments. 
 
City Manager Horn said our values are our “DNA” – the core elements of what makes up 
Geneva, noting the Steering Committee and the public put a ton of time into this.  He said 
from our DNA, we project forward what we want out City to look like in 20 years at the 
conclusion of this document planning framework.  He said the five highlights that are 
reflective of all efforts include Beautiful, Prosperous, Equitable, Connected and 
Sustainable.   
 
He said Part 1 of the Plan refers to applying Geneva’s values is a tool to help you 
understand the Plan and not to meant to be an exhaustive list of every policy action that 
we will take, but more of a reference that will guide you in your decision-making processes 
moving forward.  He said we know what our values are (DNA) our vision (20 year goal 
post) and we will use our planning principles as a filter to make judgment calls on ideas.  
Priorities are the broad category areas that we are going to focus on over the next 20 
years to get to our vision.  He added initiatives are specific things that we see today, given 
existing conditions in the community that can really solidly influence or trajectory toward 
our vision.   
 
 
 



 
The following are some concerns/comments that were addressed: 

• The committee members didn’t feel there should be many changes to what was 
put together 

• Question about how we apply questions regarding poverty, multi-cultural inclusion 
in specific projects, priorities and planning principles 

• How do we create a plan that addresses poverty – develop an Economic 
Opportunity Task Force 

• Environmental enhancements, to be more explicit about what we mean when we 
say environmental stewardship 

• Plan has to address vulnerability in our community (school district), referring to 
Comment 9 (2); how do we support the school without getting into the schools 
- Pages 19 and 21 addresses (riots, shootings, etc.) 

• Pg. 22 – Boost Access to the City’s Lakefront.  Important to note to and from 
access to the Lakefront (economic opportunities by inviting some boating tourism 
into the City) 

• Page 19 – How do we protect and make vital the expansion of rich and fertile 
countryside that surrounds Geneva with limited jurisdiction.  We need to actively 
collaborate with the Town, as well as other County partners that have the same 
interest.  Perhaps engage in a regional planning effort for Ontario County to 
establish agricultural zones. 

• Page 19, 3rd Section – Work to combat false negative perception of Geneva and 
their neighborhoods.  Marketing effort – we should rewrite that in a positive way  

• Page 25 – Residential-Commercial Exemption (Section 485-a).  Why not do that 
now. 

• Page 30 – Median Construction on Hamilton Street.  Should continue down on the 
lower level of Rts. 5 & 20  

• Page 29 – Zero-tolerance approach to blight.  Prefer “Focus-approach to blight” 
instead of “zero-tolerance approach to blight 

• Work more closely with school district to enhance relationship, as it is an important 
part of our overall vision of trying to attract the higher end of the socio-economic 
ladder. 

• Invite the Town to join in on this compact as another resource  
• What can we do to protect our lakefront – the biggest asset Geneva has to offer 

that other cities do not 
• Separate things that require money from those things that do not require money 

Page 36 – 37, “C’s” are things the City can do without writing a check for; except 
Economic Opportunity Task force 

• Address the high, middle and low end housing spectrum, including stricter code 
enforcement 

 
Again, City Manager Horn asked that all comments be submitted to Sage Gerling no later 
than June 20, 2016.  He added we anticipate a draft will be circulated within the next two 
weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Deputy Mayor Greco adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm so that Council members could 
attend the LGBTQ Vigil, relative to the Orlando, Florida shooting. 
 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Hagerman; seconded by Clr. Eddington    
 MOVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 7:00pm.    

ROLL CALL:  Aye – Clr. Hagerman, Clr. Gramling, Clr. Valentino,    
                                 Clr. D’Amico, Clr. Marino, Clr. Eddington,   
                                 Deputy Mayor Greco 

           Nay – Clr. Camera 
           Absent – Mayor Alcock 
MOTION CARRIED  

 
 


































